CHOMHCHOISTE  LEABHARLANNA  CHONTAE  THIOBRAID  ÁRANN
COUNTY TIPPERARY JOINT LIBRARIES COMMITTEE
A Special Meeting of the County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee to mark the visit of Máire Hoctor, Minister of State for Older People was held at the County Library Headquarters, Castle Avenue, Thurles on Thursday, 27th June, 2008 at 2.30 p.m.
PRESENT:

Cllr. J. Casey, Cllr. T. Harrington, Mr. J. Hogan, Cllr. M. Maguire, Cllr. P. Murphy, Cllr. M. Ryan, and Cllr. M. Swords.

APOLOGIES:

Co. Manager, Mr. T. O’Niadh, Cllr. M. Browne, Cllr. M. Keely, Cllr. P. Bugler, Cllr. M. Kennedy, Cllr. M. Smith, Cllr. J. Crowe and Cllr. N. Dennehy.
CHAIRMAN:       
Mr. J. Hogan.
OFFICIALS:         
Mr. M. Maher, Co. Librarian, Mr. J. Codd, Senior Executive Librarian and Ms. Ellen Kilmartin, Staff Officer.
The Chairman, Mr. J. Hogan formally welcomed Minister Hoctor and said that it was a particularly pleasant duty for him as Chairman to welcome her as she had served with distinction on the Joint Libraries Committee for a number of years during the 1990’s.  He added that Máire served as Chairman for two consecutive terms from 1997 to 1999.  
The Chairman said that one of the highlights during her time on the Library Committee was the opening of the new Library in Nenagh in 1996 which completely transformed the Library Service there.  Referring to Márie’s role as Minister for Older People, the Chairman said that there were many areas of mutual interest between her portfolio and the Public Library Service.  Older people, he said, tended to make full use of the Libraries, as readers, users of Internet services, for meetings and exhibitions, or indeed as places where they can relax for a while reading newspapers or magazines.  He went on to say that in his own local library in Carrick-on-Suir, the staff gave regular classes to older people who wished to improve their computer skills.  He went said that he was especially delighted to be in Holycross earlier in the year when Máire, in her role as Minister, officially launched the Bealtaine Festival for 2008.  During this Festival, over 40 events for older people were held in Libraries throughout County Tipperary ranging from music, computer classes, story making to historical lectures, film, etc.
Continuing, the Chairman said that, “no public service is better positioned than the library to deliver important socially inclusive services in our communities.  The Library is no longer seen as just an information point:  it is an important centre for social interaction; a community space; a democratic space, where no barriers exist; a place where colour, creed, age, nationality have no relevance.  Public Libraries, were practicing Social Inclusion long before the term became popular, and we will always be to the forefront in seeking ways to ensure that our services are available to everyone in our communities.

“I’m personally delighted to be a part of the library team here in Tipperary, and I know that each and every member of the Committee and Staff are equally proud to play their part.  I know too, that you, Máire, were an enthusiastic and committed member during your years on the Committee, and that you have an ongoing interest in the welfare of the Library Service”, Mr. Hogan said.
The Chairman concluded, “we are indeed deeply honoured that you accepted our invitation to join us.  I know that you will do everything in your power to help us in our efforts to progress our library service here in Tipperary, and we in turn will play our role in continuing to develop services that will help older people to achieve their goals and to play fulfilling and meaningful roles in society”.

Minister Hoctor thanked the Chairman for his kind words and warm welcome, saying that she was delighted to attend.  Minister Hoctor said that she was flattered to be officially invited and equally delighted to have been part of the Library team which had made such a tremendous contribution to the provision of a very important public service in the county.
Minister Hoctor recalled her years as a member of the Library Committee from 1994 to 1999, adding that she was honoured to have attended the official opening of new libraries in Templemore, Cashel and Thurles.  She said that she was particularly proud to have been Chairman of the Joint Libraries Committee at a time when Library fees for children were abolished.  She went on to say that she had no doubt that this had a very positive effect on the use of library services and she hoped that new and innovative ways could be found to reach out to all older members of our communities so that they can make better use of our services.  The Minister said that she was delighted to hear that Library Services in some of the bigger towns were being extended to include services to nursing homes.  She also commended the work being done by Active Retirement groups around the county and the work of Library staff in helping to develop add-on services for older people.

In conclusion Minister Hoctor again thanked the Chairman and members for inviting her to attend this Special Meeting and she said that she would do everything in her power to support the work of the Library Service in County Tipperary.
All the members paid tribute to Minister Hoctor and congratulated her on her promotion to Minister for Older People.

The Co. Librarian, Mr. Maher, in welcoming Minister Hoctor, said that she had always been a great supporter of the Library Service in Tipperary not only during her time on the Library Committee but since then also, and he added that he looked forward to the development of closer relationships between the Library Service and her Department.  He then called on the Chairman, Mr. J. Hogan to present a copy of “Finding Tipperary: A guide to the Tipperary Studies collection” by D. Marnane and M. Guinan Darmody to Minister Hoctor.
That concluded the business of the meeting.
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