CHOMHCHOISTE  LEABHARLANNA  CHONTAE  THIOBRAID  ÁRANN
COUNTY TIPPERARY JOINT LIBRARIES COMMITTEE
The Annual General Meeting of the County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee was held in  Templemore Library, Old Mill Court, Templemore on Thursday, 9th July, 2009 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllr. S. Ambrose, Mr. J. Anglim, Cllr. M. Browne, Cllr. P. Bugler, Cllr. B. Clancy, Cllr. S. Cooney-Sheehan, Mr. J. Drohan, Cllr. M. Fogarty, Cllr. J. McGrath, Cllr. C. McLoughlin, Cllr. J. Meaney, Cllr. E. Moran, Cllr. Marie Murphy, Cllr. M. Murphy, Ms. M. Quinn, Mr. L. Walsh
APOLOGIES:

Cllr. M. Swords..
COUNTY MANAGER: 
Mr. T. O’Niadh.

OFFICIALS:         
Mr. M. Maher, Co. Librarian, Ms. E. O’Brien, Senior Executive Librarian and Ms. Ellen Kilmartin, Staff Officer.

At the outset, the Co. Librarian, Mr. M. Maher welcomed all the new members to the Joint Libraries Committee.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING;  

The minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of 9th April, 2009 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING;

None
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN;

It was proposed by Cllr. Catherine McLoughlin and seconded by Cllr. Marie Murphy that

‘Cllr. P. Bugler be appointed as Chairman of the County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee for the year 2009/2010.
Since there were no further proposals Cllr. Bugler was duly elected as Chairman.

Cllr. Bugler thanked her proposer and seconder and said that she was delighted to have been elected as Chairman of the Library Committee as she had a great interest in Libraries and hoped that she would serve the Committee well as Chairman.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN;

It was proposed by Cllr. Michael Murphy and seconded by Cllr. S. Cooney-Sheehan that 

‘Cllr. Marie Murphy be appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Library Committee for the year 2009/2010’.

There was no other proposal.  Cllr. Murphy thanked her proposer and seconder.  

ELECTION OF IRISH PUBLIC BODIES MUTUAL INSURANCES NOMINEE; 

It was proposed by Ms. M. Quinn and seconded by Cllr. C. McLoughlin that

‘Cllr. Michael Murphy be appointed as the Library Committee’s nominee to attend meetings of the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances’.
CO. MANAGER’S / CO. LIBRARIAN’S BUSINESS;
Mr. Maher congratulated the Chairman and Vice-Chairman on their election and pledged his support over the coming year.  Mr. Maher said that since so many of the members were new to the Library Committee, it would be useful to give a general overview of the service.  He gave a brief introduction covering the history of the Committee, the branch library network and the 2009 Budget.
In answer to a question from Cllr. S. Cooney-Sheehan, Mr. Maher said that there was no Mobile Library Service in operation in the county.  He went on to say that the provision of a Mobile Library Service had been on a Priority List some years ago but the cost of providing the service was deemed to be prohibitive at the time.  

In reply to a query from Cllr. B. Clancy regarding opening hours, Mr. Maher said that it was becoming more and more difficult to maintain the current extensive opening hours, particularly in the bigger branches.  He went on to say that the moratorium on staff recruitment would impact heavily on the levels of service in the coming years.

Replying to questions from Cllr. M. Browne and Mr. J. Anglim, the Co. Librarian gave details of the various loans on the Committee’s books and the cost of servicing these.  The Co. Manager, Mr. T. O’Niadh said that over the past 10 years, the Committee had built three new Libraries, in Cashel, Templemore and Thurles.  In recent years, he said, the two Co. Councils had committed substantial funding to the Library Service in the county with annual increases well in excess of the increases recommended at national level.  

A long discussion took place regarding bookfunding and the sources of revenue available to the Library Committee.  Mr. Maher said that the costs associated with the building of new Libraries over the previous 10 years had prevented the Committee from reaching the recommended standard of €3.77 per head of population.  
Both the Chairman and Cllr. J. McGrath asked about the possibility of providing a library in Newport.  Mr. Maher said that the provision of a library in Newport was number 2 on the Library Committee’s list of priorities.  Mr. T. O’Niadh, Co. Manager said that considering the present economic climate, there was little hope that either the Department or the Library Committee could proceed with further developments.  He said that the emphasis should be on preserving existing levels of service and avoiding placing further financial burdens on the system.
Emer O’Brien, Senior Executive Librarian then gave an overview of the Tipperary Libraries Website and its associated links.

CORRESPONDENCE;

None.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS;

The Chairman and members passed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Francis (Frankie) O’Carroll, former Librarian at Borrisokane Library.
That concluded the business of the meeting.
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