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COUNTY TIPPERARY JOINT LIBRARIES COMMITTEE
The Quarterly Meeting of the County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee was held in the County Library Headquarters, Castle Avenue, Thurles on Thursday, 30th October, 2008 at 2.30 pm.
PRESENT:

Cllr. J. Casey, Cllr. J. Crowe, Cllr. J. Fahey, Cllr. T. Harrington, Mr. J. Hogan, Cllr. M. Keely, Cllr. J. Kennedy, Cllr. S. Lonergan, Cllr. P. Murphy, Cllr. M. Ryan, Cllr. M. Swords and Cllr. N. Dennehy.
CHAIRMAN:       
Cllr. T. Harrington.
COUNTY MANAGER: 
Mr. T. O’Niadh.
OFFICIALS:         
Mr. M. Maher, Co. Librarian and Ms. Ellen Kilmartin, Staff Officer.

At the outset, a vote of sympathy was passed by the Chairman and members to Mrs. Evelyn Bourke on the death of her husband, Denis, who had been a long-standing member of the Joint Libraries Committee.  Many tributes were paid to Denis in recognition of his sterling service, not just to the Library Service in County Tipperary, but also for his great work as an elected member of both South Tipperary Co. Council and Carrick-on-Suir Town Council.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
Special Meeting, 27th June, 2008.






Annual General Meeting, 27th June, 2008.

The minutes of the Special Meeting of 27th June, 2008 and the Annual General Meeting of 27th June, 2008 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING;
None.
BRANCHING OUT – FUTURE DIRECTIONS:
Mr. Maher, Co. Librarian gave a brief presentation to the members outlining the main Priorities & Recommendations outlined in the recently published “Branching Out – Future Directions”.  This, he said was a follow-up document to “Branching Out” which was published in 1998, and was a vision for the Library Service in Ireland for the years 2008 – 2012.  He pointed out the major progress made in County Tipperary in the period covered by the earlier “Branching Out” 1998 – 2006.  Mr. Maher made particular reference to the new Libraries built during that period in Cashel, Templemore and Thurles.  He also referred to the major advances made in the area of Information Technology.  

While Co. Tipperary was a major beneficiary of Government grant-aid during that period, he said that the Joint Libraries Committee and the two Co. Councils had invested very significant monies in the development of the Library Service.  He then went on to outline the various elements of “Branching Out – Future Directions” which would have an impact on the future development of the service in County Tipperary.  He made particular reference to the proposed funding implications not only in regard to the proposed new libraries in Tipperary Town and Newport but also for the future redevelopment of libraries in towns like Clonmel, Roscrea and Carrick-on-Suir.
In relation to the proposed new libraries in Tipperary Town and Newport, the Librarian said that it was imperative that the Committee receive maximum grant-aid from the Department.  Referring to Bookfunding levels advocated in the report, he said that Bookfunding in County Tipperary was still quite a bit off the recommended target of €3.77 per head of population by 2012.  He went on to give a synopsis of some of the other aspects of Library Services covered in the report such as Cultural services, Local Studies, e-services, schools service, etc.  Referring in particular to the Primary Schools Library Service, he said that he was extremely concerned for the future of this service as a result of the withdrawal of the grant by the Department of Education and Science in the recent Budget.  
Mr. Maher then went on to give details of the progress of the service in County Tipperary over recent years making particular reference to the increases in Library borrowers from 18,217 in 2005 to 23,308 in 2008.  He also referred to the results of a recent PLUS survey which showed a huge level of satisfaction among Library users in regard to Library opening hours.

In summary, Mr. Maher said that major progress had been achieved over the last 10 years but he added that, particularly given the economic climate of the present time, there would be challenges facing the service in the coming years.

The Chairman, Cllr. T. Harrington thanked the Co. Librarian for his report on “Branching Out – Future Directions”.  Cllr. J. Fahey said that it was very regrettable that the funding for the Primary Schools Service had been withdrawn.

In answer to a query from the Chairman, the Co. Librarian said that the withdrawal of the Department of Education & Science grant would mean a reduction in the level of service to Primary Schools in 2009.  A number of members expressed disappointment at the news that this grant had been withdrawn.  

Mr. T. O’Niadh, Co. Manager said that it was expected that 2009 would be a difficult year all round, adding that cuts in Local Authorities were also expected.  In answer to a question from Cllr. S. Lonergan, the Co. Librarian said that discussions regarding the refurbishment of Cahir Library were still ongoing with South Tipperary Co. Council.

In reply to a question from Cllr. J. Kennedy regarding the proposed refurbishment of the Library Headquarters, Mr. Maher said that the commencement of this work was imminent.  

CO. MANAGER’S/CO. LIBRARIAN’S BUSINESS;  

None.
CORRESPONDENCE;

None.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS;

It was decided to hold the Library Budget meeting on Wednesday, 3rd December, 2008 in the Library Headquarters at 2.30 pm.
That concluded the business of the Meeting.
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