COMHCHOISTE  LEABHARLANNA  CHONTAE  THIOBRAID  ÁRANN

COUNTY TIPPERARY JOINT LIBRARIES COMMITTEE
The Quarterly Meeting of the County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee was held in The Co. Library, Castle Avenue, Thurles on Thursday, 25th October, 2007 at 4.00 pm.
PRESENT:

Cllr. D. Bourke, Cllr. J. Casey, Cllr. T. Harrington, Mr. J. Hogan, Cllr. M. Keely, Cllr. J. Kennedy, Cllr. S. Lonergan, Cllr. M. Lowry, Cllr. P. Murphy, Cllr. M. Ryan, Cllr. M. Swords and Cllr. N. Dennehy.          

CHAIRMAN:       
Mr. J. Hogan.
APOLOGIES;

Co. Manager, Mr. T. O’Niadh, Cllr. P. Bugler and Cllr. J. Crowe.
OFFICIALS:         
Mr. M. Maher, Co. Librarian and Ms. Ellen Kilmartin, Staff Officer.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
Annual General Meeting, 21st June, 2007.

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 21st June, 2007 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING:
Cllr. M. Ryan asked if there had been any further proposal to build a new library in Newport.  The Co. Librarian said that he was still awaiting contact from the Newport Development Association regarding the proposal to hold a meeting to discuss the proposed project.
Cllr. J. Kennedy requested an update on the refurbishment of the Headquarters building at Castle Avenue.  Mr. Maher said that a Cost Report has been drawn up by the Architect which indicated that a figure in excess of €860,000 would be required to complete the works.  Presently, he said, both he and the Co. Manager were looking at ways of financing the project.  He explained that the building was owned by North Tipperary Co. Council and was leased to the Library Committee.  For that reason, it might be possible to have the work carried out by North Tipperary Co. Council, he said.
Cllr. J. Kennedy raised the issue of the slippery steps and boardwalk at the Source Library in Thurles.  Mr. Maher said that he had been having ongoing talks with all the relevant parties including the Design Team in relation to finding a solution to this problem.  He also said that he had brought the problem in relation to the inadequacy of street lighting at the Source to the attention of the Town Council.

CO. MANAGER’S/CO. LIBRARIAN’S BUSINESS;

The Co. Librarian, Mr. M. Maher gave a brief update on the progress of the new Source Library which had just passed its first anniversary.  He said that it had been a resounding success with membership now standing at 5,500.  He added that over 130,000 visits had been made to the library during the past 14 months, with Internet sessions running at almost 1,000 per month.  Tipperary Studies, he said, was also extremely busy since its move to the new centre.  It was incredible, he said, how the entire Source Centre had already become such an important focal point in the community.  He went on to say that the Library had been awarded the runner-up spot in the Public Library Buildings Awards for 2007.  The Chairman, Mr. J. Hogan said that he was very proud to have been at the Awards ceremony in Glasgow recently with the County Librarian to accept the Award on behalf of the Library Committee.
Cllr. J. Kennedy raised the issue of anti-social behaviour in the Source car park and in the vicinity of the centre.  Mr. Maher said that he was aware of problems in relation to drinking and some vandalism in the car park.  He said that he was actively engaged in discussions with the Town Council in an effort to alleviate the problem.  He felt that it might be necessary to employ security in the short-term in order to overcome the problem of drinking which was causing concern for car park users and patrons of the Library who wished to access the lift from the car park to the Library.  Cllr. Kennedy said that he had raised this issue at various meetings of the Town Council and said that he was anxious that the problems be addressed immediately.
After a long discussion regarding anti-social behaviour in a number of towns throughout the county, Mr. Maher said that he would seek an immediate meeting with Town Council officials to see if a remedy could be found.
Mr. Maher informed the members that two long-standing staff members had recently retired from the Library Service:- Mrs. L. Galvin after 26 years and Mrs. Frankie O’Carroll after 54 years.  Presentations would be made to both during the coming weeks to mark their contribution to the service.  Borrisokane Library, he said, would now be closed for a period in order to computerize the Library and to carry out some refurbishment.  The Chairman, Mr. J. Hogan congratulated both Mrs. Galvin and Mrs. O’Carroll on their retirements and thanked them for their great service to Tipperary Libraries.

Following a query from Cllr. S. Lonergan, a long discussion took place regarding funding and resources for the development of libraries in the county. Mr. Maher reminded the members that the main priority for this Library Committee was the provision of new libraries in Tipperary and Newport.  He went on to say that, it may be possible to have some refurbishment carried out on Cahir Library by South Tipperary Co. Council since the building there is owned by them.  However, he said, that while this would be a matter entirely for South Tipperary Co. Council, it may be possible for them to increase the rental there to meet any costs incurred.  He went on to say that it may, in turn, be possible to get an increase in the rental subside from An Chomhairle Leabharlanna if this transpired.
CORRESPONDENCE;
None.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS;
Votes of sympathy were passed to Cllr. Michael Maguire on the death of his wife:  to Joe Bourke, Clonmore on the death of his wife:  to Mairead Lyons on the death of her father: to Pat Bracken on the death of his father, and to Patricia Troy on the death of her father.
Cllr. M. Ryan extended congratulations to Máire Hoctor on her appointment as Minster for the Elderly.
That concluded the business of the Meeting.
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