CHOMHCHOISTE  LEABHARLANNA  CHONTAE  THIOBRAID  ÁRANN
COUNTY TIPPERARY JOINT LIBRARIES COMMITTEE
The Annual General Meeting of the County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee was held at the County Library Headquarters, Castle Avenue, Thurles on Thursday, 21st June, 2007 at 4.00 p.m.
PRESENT:

Cllr. D. Bourke, Cllr. P. Bugler, Cllr. J. Casey, Cllr. J. Crowe, Cllr. N. Dennehy, Cllr. J. Fahey, Cllr. T. Harrington, Mr. J. Hogan, Cllr. J. Kennedy, Cllr. S. Lonergan, Cllr. M. Lowry, Cllr. L. McLaughlin, Cllr. M. Maguire, Cllr. P. Murphy, Cllr. M. Ryan, Cllr. M. Smith and Cllr. M. Swords.

APOLOGIES:

Co. Manager, Mr. T. O’Niadh, Cllr. M. Browne and Cllr. M. Keely.

CHAIRMAN:       
Cllr. J. Crowe,
OFFICIALS:         
Mr. M. Maher, Co. Librarian and Ms. Ellen Kilmartin, Assistant Staff Officer.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING;  

The minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of 1st March 2007 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING;

Queries from Cllr. M. Ryan and Cllr. J. Kennedy regarding the proposed Library for Newport and the refurbishment of the Library Headquarters were deferred for consideration under the Co. Manager’s / Co. Librarian’s Business on the agenda.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN;
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Bourke and seconded by Cllr. M. Swords that

‘Mr. Jimmy Hogan be appointed as Chairman of the Co. Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee for the year 2007/2008’.

Since there were no further proposals Mr. Hogan was duly elected as Chairman.

Mr. Hogan thanked his proposer and seconder and said that he was delighted to have been elected as Chairman of the Library Committee.  He said that he had been a member of the Library Committee for 36 years and had made some good friends during those years.

Before vacating his position as outgoing Chairman, Cllr. Jack Crowe thanked the members for their support during the past year.  He said that the past year had been a very successful one for library services in County Tipperary, with the official opening by An Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern, of the Source in Thurles; the relocation of the library in Killenaule and the publication of “Finding Tipperary” a guide to the Tipperary Local Studies Collection which was written by Mr. D. Marnane and Ms. Mary Guinan Darmody.

Cllr. D. Bourke complimented Cllr. J. Crowe on his year as Chairman and congratulated Mr. J. Hogan on his election as Chairman for the coming year.

All the members wished to be associated with the good wishes extended to Mr. J. Hogan on his election as Chairman.

Mr. M. Maher, Co. Librarian congratulated Mr. J. Hogan on his election as Chairman and said that he looked forward to working with him and the Committee during the coming year.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN;
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Casey and seconded by Cllr. D. Bourke  that 

‘Cllr. T. Harrington be appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Library Committee for the year 2007/2008’.

Cllr. T. Harrington thanked his proposer and seconder.  

The Chairman, Mr. J. Hogan congratulated Maire Hoctor, T.D. on her election as Minister of State for Older People.
ELECTION OF IRISH PUBLIC BODIES MUTUAL INSURANCES NOMINEE; 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Bourke and seconded by Cllr. T. Harrington that

‘Cllr. M. Ryan be appointed as the Library Committee’s nominee to attend meetings of the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances’.
CO. MANAGER’S / CO. LIBRARIAN’S BUSINESS;

Killenaule:

Co. Librarian, Mr. M. Maher said that the library in Killenaule had been successfully relocated to the Slieveardagh Centre in River Street.  Mr. Maher said that this was a much more suitable site than the previous one, adding that the new location was bright and comfortable and much more accessible. 

Cllr. J. Fahey congratulated the Librarian and staff for their efforts in relocating the library in Killenaule.  He said that the people of Killenaule were delighted with the new Library there.  Cllr. Fahey went on to ask about the Library in Fethard which had been closed for a number of years.  Mr. Maher, Librarian, said that the building in which the Library was housed was in a deplorable condition and would have to be completely refurbished before he could contemplate reopening the Library there.  Cllr. Fahey said that he fully understood the issues concerning the Town Hall in Fethard.  He asked if the Librarian would be willing to attend the local Walled Towns Committee meeting regarding possible proposals that could be explored.  The Librarian said that he would be happy to attend if contacted by the Committee.

Newport:

Responding to a question from Cllr. M. Ryan regarding the proposed Library for Newport, Mr. Maher said that no further progress had been made in regard to finding a suitable site.  He said that the Courthouse / Bridewell site was still under consideration.  Referring to previous conversations with Cllr. Ryan, the Librarian said that he had had no further contact from the Newport Community Group regarding the proposed location.

Cllr. M. Ryan was anxious that the issue of a new Library for Newport be kept on the agenda.  Mr. Maher said that the Library Priority List which had been submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has Newport as number two after Tipperary Town, which, he said, clearly confirms the need for a Library Service in Newport.  He went on to say that both these projects would require substantial funding from both the Department and the Joint Libraries Committee.

Cllr. P. Bugler said that it was vitally important that a Library be provided in Newport since the population had increased very substantially there over the past few years.  In response to further questions, the Librarian said that a Library of up to 400 sq.mts. would be required to meet the immediate and future needs of the area.  He went on to say that he was having ongoing discussions with North Tipperary Co. Council officials in relation to potential locations there.  Ultimately, he said, all plans including location would have to be approved by An Chomhairle Leabharlanna and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in order to qualify for funding and even then, much would depend on resources for Capital Library projects at national level, he said.

Tipperary:

In response to a question from Cllr. M. Swords regarding the proposed new Library in Tipperary Town, the Co. Librarian said that he had further explored the proposal with the Developer of the site adjacent to the Excel Centre.  He added that he had also contacted An Chomhairle Leabharlanna regarding the location and size of the proposed Library.  He said that he was happy with the response from both the Developer and An Chomhairle Leabharlanna.

Headquarters:

Responding to a question from Cllr. J. Kennedy regarding the proposed refurbishment of the Co. Library Headquarters in Thurles, Mr. Maher said that he had received a Work Specification and Cost Report from the Architect and he would shortly be discussing this with the Co. Manager.  He went on to say that the proposed cost was in the region of €860,000.  Asked if he could foresee the refurbishment work commencing this year, Mr. Maher said that this was unlikely but emphasized that everything would depend on funding.  He said that at the previous meeting of the Library Committee, the Co. Manager, Mr. T. O’Niadh indicated that since North Tipperary Co. Council owned the building, it might be possible for the Co. Council to fund the work.

CORRESPONDENCE;

None.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS;

The Chairman and members passed votes of sympathy to Pat Bracken on the death of his mother;  to Liam Duggan on the death of his father;  to Cllr. Tom Harrington on the death of his father-in-law and to Kate Doyle, Carrick-on-Suir on the death of her mother, Teresa.

Cllr. J. Kennedy thanked the Librarian and the staff of Tipperary Libraries for their contribution to the Rose Lanigan Golf Classic, adding that the funds would benefit numerous charities.  Mr. Maher said that both he and the staff were delighted to be associated with this fundraiser.  

The Co. Librarian, paid tribute to Ms.Gemma Fitzpatrick, Clerical Officer, who had recently retired, for her many years of loyal service to the Co. Library.  The Chairman and members also wished to be associated with this.

It was decided that the next meeting of the Committee would be held on Thursday, 25th October, 2007 at 4.00 p.m. at County Library Headquarters, Thurles.

That concluded the business of the meeting.
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