Dads and Lads and Reading
Boys reading levels are lower then that of girls and this gap widens as the children get older, especially heading into teenager years. There are many reasons cited as contributing to this situation including: access to books, the importance placed on reading and learning in the home, learning difficulties of the child, learning difficulties of the parent, other activities and lack of time. 

One reason that may not be widely know is the vital role a father or male figure can play in a boy’s reading life. Boys are very often read to by their mothers, have female teachers and the local librarian is generally female. Research shows that as boys get older they associate reading with women and consider it effeminate to read. Dads’ most important role should be in teaching children that reading is fun and will support their other interests, and is not just a "skill" that must be learned in order to do well at school or get a good job. This 
What shared reading can do for your children
· Increased enjoyment of reading and better literacy skills 


· Better exam results 


· Better school attendance and behaviour 


· Better mental health 


· Increased self-esteem 
What reading with your child can do for you
· Better relationships with your children
 
· Improved confidence in your ability to provide support 


· Opportunities to take part in organised activities based in schools or other venues, and form new friendships with other fathers.


· Motivation and support to join a more formal education class.

What you can do

You don't have to only think of reading in terms of "proper" children's story books. Many boys (and their dads) prefer to read non-fiction, including books, magazines and websites. Start with interests you share with your child, and use these as the basis of your shared reading. 
· Male family members should have a central role in storytime at home from the beginning.
· Male family members should be involved in family trips to the library. Show how reading can help their hobbies or interests.
· Discuss how their heroes might use reading.

· Play wordgame and puzzles

· Male family members should show interest in school project work and help with research.

· Male family members should engage in varied and engaging communication with their child. Talk to them about their interests and the world around them.
· Male family members should be seen to be a ‘reader’, e.g. magazines, books, newspapers.
· Male family members should praise a child for reading or learning achievements, no matter how small.
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/familyreading/parents/dads.html
http://www.readingdads.co.uk
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