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“It is an honour and a privilege for me, as Chairman of the Co. Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee to welcome you all here this evening to this important and historic  book launch.  And indeed it is a  further honour  to be asked to officially launch this publication among so many friends and associates of the Co Library Service.

The publication Finding Tipperary is a showcase for the Tipperary Studies Department, a taster of the excellent and varied historical sources available for consultation and enjoyment here in this fine department, which is dedicated to the collection and preservation of all aspects of this county’s documented history and heritage.

Finding Tipperary was originally the brainchild of Denis G Marnane (better known as Des), one of the finest historians in this county and indeed in this country. Des has, as many of you know, written extensively on a number of key aspects of Tipperary’s history and society. He has been for many years a major contributor to the well-known Tipperary Historical Journal, writing insightful articles on issues such as the Great Famine in Co. Tipperary. His co-author Mary Guinan Darmody, again as most of you know, is the Local Studies Librarian here in Thurles. She has, through that role, developed not only an immense knowledge of the history of this county, but also a keen understanding of the important role that Local Studies can play in the development of Library services. We are here tonight to celebrate the culmination of this valuable collaboration, to formally launch this book, Finding Tipperary, a work which will make the study of local history more accessible and more enjoyable for everyone. As well as paying tribute to Des and Mary, we also pay tribute to two other people who brought their particular expertise to bear on this publication. They are Mairead Hayes, a colleague of Des Marnane, who has worked with him on almost all his many publications, for the attractive illustrations that grace the front cover, and Donnchadh O’ Duibhir, a great friend of Tipperary Libraries, who produced the Irish language section.  We compliment too, Fitzpatrick Printers, Tipperary Town, especially Elaine for the hard work and dedication that they displayed throughout the printing and publishing of this publication.  I would like too to express our sincere thanks to the Heritage Council who very generously sponsored us, and of course the two Co. Councils for their ongoing financial support of the library service. You will note that Finding Tipperary is dedicated to the users and benefactors of the  Tipperary Studies Dept., past, present and future.  I, as Chairman of the Joint Libraries Committee, would like to take this opportunity to say a public thank you to each and every one of those benefactors and users of this service, for their tremendous support of the Local Studies Dept. I want you to know that we very much appreciate that support and to say  how crucial it is for the future of this Dept.  

This publication comes at such an opportune time…coming just months after the opening of this magnificent cultural centre here in Thurles, a centre that truly makes a profound statement about the commitment of Local Authorities in Co. Tipperary to the promotion of Arts, Culture and Life-long learning.  It marks another milestone in the development and provision of library services in this county; and while it is the first venture into the realm of publishing for County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee, we know that it will not be the last.  County Tipperary Joint Libraries Committee was founded eighty years ago this very month by the two Co. Councils who were anxious to develop a cohesive library service across the entire county. It was then, and still is, a unique authority, and incidentally, the development and history of the public library service in this county is just one item that can be traced through the records that are held in the Tipperary Studies Department.  It is very evident that, from the early days, the librarians and Committee members recognised the importance of local history records, and actively encouraged the purchase and collection of valuable records, even in times when the library budget was very poor, and their purchase was very likely to be a considerable drain on the meagre resources.  The Minute Books of the Library Committee and the Local newspapers of the 1950s describe the purchase by Tipperary Libraries of a facsimile copy of the Book Of Kells and its subsequent tour of local halls throughout the length and breadth of the county. So tonight, we also salute the foresight of those librarians, the late Seamus Brennan and the late Dan Kinane,  and also all former library committee members. This very Chain of Office which I am wearing here tonight  gives an indication of the level of importance given to Local Studies in the Library service in Co. Tipperary….the Chalice represents the great Derrynaflan Hoard found near Killenaule in 1980 and the Book represents the Book of Dimma, a manuscript dating from the late 8th century, which was written in St. Cronan’s Monastery, Roscrea.  . 
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The opening of this fine Library and Arts Centre here last August marked, not only a new era for arts and culture in this county, but also a new beginning for Tipperary Studies. We now have a purpose built state-of-the-art facility which is comfortable, spacious and superbly equipped, capable of meeting the ever increasing demand for local history research facilities, and, with two full time staff, and Saturday opening, the centre offers every opportunity to those who wish to use this service.  

The historian, Raymond Gillespie defines Local Studies as ‘the study of a group of people in a particular place over time’.  This definition can be taken as a true reflection of both the Tipperary Studies Department and tonight’s publication Finding Tipperary.  Tipperary Studies holds the most comprehensive and specialised collection of material relating to all aspects of Tipperary, history and culture, and fortunately, the collection is continually expanding. Finding Tipperary is a comprehensive guide to, and discussion on, the vast range of available sources, including books, old and new, periodicals, newspapers, photographs and manuscripts.  All of these cast light on some aspect of the county’s past and help answer the questions of the researcher, whether he or she is seeking information on ambush casualties, bridge builders, famine times in the county, or sports results. There is no doubt, even at first glance, that this is a very attractive publication, with superb illustrations which were all taken from material held in Tipperary Studies. Neither is there any doubt that in today’s world of lifelong education, Finding Tipperary will prove to be  of immense value to students at all levels, and it will prove a most useful resource to teachers, now that Local Studies is  becoming an integral part of the school curriculum.  

I congratulate all involved in the compilation, printing and production of this fine publication which is yet another important step in the development of library services in Co. Tipperary.  And it is now my pleasure to declare the formal launch of Finding Tipperary…a guide to the Tipperary Studies collection. ……”

